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Pursuing Jesus’ Dream for the World

Our Vision: We are a community of spiritual formation living out Jesus’ Dream of
loving one another and serving the world.

Covenant Community
We are pursuing Christian community in covenant relationship with Jesus Christ
and each other.

Spiritual Formation
We are committed to a ministry of spiritual formation through Word, Sacrament
and Christian Spiritual Disciplines.

Loving and Serving the World
We are pursuing Jesus’ dream of a new creation by caring for one another in
community and by serving the world in an active ministry of outreach and 
biblical justice.

The Congregation

The Church Council The Colonial Foundation
Oversees the work and ministry of Colonial Church

Adult Education

Children and Family

Deacon
Funeral Committee

Finance
Building and Design
Capital Improvements
Food Service

Human Resources

Ministries Resource

Music and Arts

Outreach 

Risk Management

Women’s Ministry

Youth 

The Structure of Colonial Church

Colonial Church of Edina
6200 Colonial Way
Edina, MN 55436

952.925.2711
www.colonialchurch.org



GROWTH AND DIVERSITY

Colonial is founded and  
begins under the leadership of
Kenneth Seim.

Colonial spends the decade
moving through three 
buildings as numbers 
continue to grow.

The Congregation Experience at Colonial
The experience of Christ in the Christian. The Lordship of Christ in the Church.

1946 1962 1978 1987 1995 2000 and beyond
Arthur Rouner takes over
position of Senior Minister, 
begins a time of healing and
renewal in Politics and Social

Causes, causing Controversy

within the larger community.

Fracture

The merger that created the
United Church of Christ in
1957 deeply divided the 
congregation.

Colonial is a church shaped by
Young Life, Youth Ministry,

Cursillo, and charismatic renewal.
Dave Williamson and Maurice Fetty
join the pastoral staff.

Colonial moves to 
6200 Colonial Way, joins the
U.C.C. and the N.A.C.C.C. - 
A bridge  church.

The congregation becomes
heavily involved in the plight
of the poor in Africa.

Colonial begins a 
Television Ministry.

Attendance and giving

are at their peaks.

Colonial becomes involved in
controversy about church
agenda and leadership.

Fracture

Controversy over 
leadership style and 
questions about the 
direction of the church
result in another costly
fracture within 
the congregation.

The Call

David Fisher begins his
ministry at Colonial and brings
another time of healing to 
the congregation.

Jubilee Campaign

Bylaws are revised.

Reconciliation

Arthur Rouner and the 
congregation hold a public 
reconciliation service.

The Next Chapter

Colonial begins to further
define its commitment to
Jesus Dream of:
¥Covenant Community
¥Spiritual Formation
¥Loving and Serving the World

Colonial puts strong focus on
Children and Family
Ministry.

Colonial’s Landmark Events

Colonial:  A Mainline Congregation with Evangelical Tendencies

1946 1962 1978 1987 1995 2000 and beyond
At Colonial’s beginning it is
viewed as a Liberal 
Mainline congregation 
experiencing success and 
exerting considerable 
influence on the community. 
It is also viewed as a
wealthy congregation.

Colonial is known for
Outreach and 

Mission Excellence.

Colonial is known for its
Renewal Programs, Pastoral

Care, Youth Ministry, and

Music Ministry. This renewal
brings an Evangelical

Influence to Colonial.

Colonial has considerable
Community Influence and is
known as an activist and heal-

ing organization.

RECOVERY
STABILITY

DECLINE

New leadership brings 
anticipation and hope.

This eventually leads to a
sense of relief, confidence

and redirected spirit.

Colonial is a renewed 

community that has 
recovered its mission and dis-

covered spiritual 

formation.

3800 members

$2.4 million annually

25 members

2350 members
$2.1 million annually

2850 members      $1.68 million annually

Colonial is viewed as a 
theologically and politically
Moderate/Centrist

Congregation.

Colonial continues its 
reputation for excellence.

Roman

(organized around 
Rome with Pope)

The Reformed Tradition

One Holy and Catholic Apostolic Church

A.D. 1054

Western Church: Catholic Eastern Church: Orthodox

(organized by nations)

A.D. 1517

Lutheran 
(organized by nations)

Reformed
(organized by nations)

Germany
Scandinavia

Italy (Waldensian)
France (Huguenots)
Switzerland
Germany 
Holland
Scotland (Presbyterian)
England (Anglican/Congregational)

United States
Puritan/Congregational
Presbyterian
Episcopal
Methodist
Baptist
Evangelical

Reformation

The Reformed tradition is based on these principles:

•The majesty of God: starting point and center of theological worship life

•The life of the mind: education

•The demand of grace: reform saints and society

•The centrality of Scripture, i.e.: Pulpit Central

• The covenants

Our
Reformed Roots

A chronological
history of the Reformation

The Covenant of Colonial Church

We covenant with the Lord and one with another;
and do bind ourselves in the presence of God to walk together in

all his ways,
according as he is pleased to reveal himself unto us

in his blessed word of truth.
(Salem Covenant, 1629)


